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— All the Egyptians came unto Joſeph, and ſaid, Give 
us Bread : for why ſh1!d we dye in thy preſence 2 for 
the money faileth. 
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RE ASONS of, and REMEDIES 
for the Extravagant Price of Corn. 


- of the Kingdom, eſpecially among us of 

- the Poorer fort, that Peace” and- Plenty: 
would have come hand in_ hand; that as' we- 
might have Eat our Bread in Peace, ſo having 
nothing, to do, but live on our honeſt Labour, 
we ſhould not queſtion but+to have Bread toour' 
Peace. - 

The whole World, we believe, will acknows: 
ledge, That as the Richer part of the' Nation 
have contributed their Money for carrying-on* 
the Chargeable part of the War, ſo the-Povrer 
ſort have carried on the Bloody' part withra Zeal 
equal to their Duty. If the Merchant has born” 
the Paſſive part of the War, we have performed” 
the ARiye.;. we have_been no more Kadhe 'of* 
our Blood, than they haye of-their Fteaſute”; 


our Live; have gone as faft as their For tunrs. 
A-.3 The- 


] T ' was the ExpeRation of the greateſt part 
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The King has generouſly acknowledged it in 
his ſeveral Speeches to the Parliament, and on 
all occaſions abroad, and his Bounty has often-- 
times rewarded it; we have been, under his ' 
Conduct, the Bulwarks of the Engliſh Property ; 
our ſelves thar wear abroad,” and us thereſt who 
ſtaid behind, ready to ſerve upon occaſion, were 
the hands by which che Eſtates of the Rich were 
defended abroad, and increaſed at home. 

The War. is now over, our Arms are laid 
down, we can no longer live by them, but we 
return to our Neighbours and Friends to live 
comfortably and honeſtly on our Labour , .and 
inſtead of that, we find our ſelves and them alſo 
reduc'd to Miſery and Scarcicy in the midſt of 
Peace. Honeſt Wages won't feed us ; Labour 
and Hunger can never agree; for where a Man 
is willing co work , and, has Employment to 
work at as formerly, and yet cannot live, there 
ſeems to be no remedy there, but ſtarving. 

In other Caſes the Poor have complain'd of 
the Decay. of. Trade, and want of Work ; Acts 
of Parliament without number have been made 
to employ the Poor, and to force them to work ; 
and the very Preamble of ſeveral Projects run 
for the employing of the Poor as a Title lo ca- 
king, and of ſo general a good, that every 

| © >, Under- 
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ndertaking muſk be thought the better of 
for it. OD © | 

Hoſpitals and Workhoules have been ere&e 
to-ſer the Poor at work; and Men have been ap- 
plauded,” and choſen Parliament-Men for it , 
perhaps one of- the chief Ends in doing:-it ; 
and large Charities and Legacies have been 
left for thar End. | Bur this 1s all to no; pur- 
pole ; ' for now the Poor Man may work: ve- 
ry hard, and all his Week's Pay, eſpecially if he 
have any Family, ſhall not find them in Bread. 
We can eafily make'it appear,. where for 9 5,4 
Week, which/a poor Man works for, even here 
in London, many. a man keeps his whole Family 
of a Wife and five Children ; and as Caſes go 
now, $5. of that gs. ſhall go every Week for 
Bread. 

And the Author of this Book affirms, . That he 
ſaw in a part of England, not above 100 Miles 
from London, within a Month paſt, a poor Man 
who workt for 45. per Week, give: 3-5. 6 d. of it 
for a Buſhel of Oatmeal for Bread; and his' Wife 
with three Children, too- ſmall co work, had no 
other Food to live on. 

It all this Miſery. were a Judgment from Hea- 
ven upon us, we had nothing to do bat Petition 


Heaven for Mercy; Faſts, and Days of Humi- 
liation 
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liation were the proper -Applications:/both of 
Poor and Rich : But the Contrary is manifeſt]; 
this happens when our Barns are full, and'the 
Stock of Corn, -efpecially'in moſt Parts-of Eng» 
land tacredibly Great ; when 'we: ought to-be:gi- 
ving"'God thanks for Plenty ; and when all the 
Farmers in England are Rich ; when the Mer- 
chants are Exporting :it to Foreign Parts, and 
whole Fraighcs go.abroad to our Neighbours. 


Before we therefore deſcend to the particular 
Occaſions 'of this preſent Grievance, : we ſhall 
give a ſhort, but very faithful Account of the 
State of the laſt Harveſt in moſt-parts of Hngland. 
And 'that the Author hereof may not be tax'd 
with taking Matters on Report , he aflures the 
World that he has been Accidentally an Eye- 
Witneſs of'it in above-Five-and twenty Counties 
through which he'has travelled fince the latter 
end of July laſt; in allwhich Places he has been 
a very diligent Qbſervyer ofthe Crop:df-Gorn'on 
che/ Ground, and''the Seafon of . its getting in; 
and this will be neceſſary to 19ift on, in order 
to prove the former Aflertion, That the'preſenc 
Dearnets is'nort vccaſtoned by a Searcity, or real 
"want of Corn in the Nation 5 but - 


The 
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The County of Kent had the moſt damage 
done to their Wheat of any County in England, 
and that not by Rains, for they had in moſt 
Places of the County a pretty good Harveſt, 
but very much of the Wheat was fallen, or lodg'd, 
as they call it ; which, as a very Skiltul Husband- 
man in the County inform'd me, was thus oc- 
caftoned,. The Spring was very backward, and 
that kept the Corn down till the latter end of 
May ; for on the 1oth of May the Ground was 
covered with Snow, and the Corr was not run 
up to any thing of a Stalk, till the very Ear 
was ſhot almoſt our of the Blade; this occafion'd 
the Stalk to be fo weak, that it could not bear 
the Ear, but lodg'd with the leaſt wer or wiad; 
however, the continued good Weather in July 
and Auguſt, gave the Corn fo much time to knir 
and kearn, as they call it , that it lay in a tollera- 
ble condition, for there was not one fhower of 
Rain to do any damage from the rqth of Jaly 
ro the 28th of 4uznſt in all the Southern and We- 
{tern Parts of England. 

The County of Kent had a vety good Seafon 
for Inning their Wheat and Rye, eſpectaſly che 
Sonthern part of Suſſex and Hampſhire, which are 
very great Corn-Countries, had a rare Harveſt, 


and a very great Crop, inſomuch that a Perfon 
in 


(6) 

in Suſſex near Chicheſter being wrote to, to buy 
up a quanty of Wheat for London, forbore to 
buy, and wrote back to his Friend that he would 
not adviſe him to buy, for in all probability 
Corn woula be very cheap, they having a very 
great Crop, and very well got in, and that every 
body was [triving to get their Corn out to go to 
Farnham Market before the Price Fell. This Let- 
ter was dated the 4th of September, after the Har- 
veſt was over. 

Wiltſhire is the next County, and one of the 
greatelt Corn Counties in England from Salisbury 
to Warminſter, and about to the Devizes, and 
thence to Marlborough. The Author of this Pa- 
per affirms, he ſaw the Harveſt aQually begun , 
a very great Crop on the Ground, and in parti- 
cular he heard ſeveral of the Country People 

ſay, That in all probability Corn , eſpecially 
Wheat , would be very cheap, for that there was 
twice the quantity of Wheat ſowa in that Coun- 
ty that usd to be ſow'd formerly; and at War- 
minſter, which is the greateſt Corn-Markert in 
England, where no Corn is either bought or ſold 
for London, the beft Wheat ſold for 5 s. 84. per 
Buſhel the 1oth of Auguſt, which would not have 


been, if there had not been a proſpect of a very 
great Crop. 


'The 
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The next Corn Countries are Parkſhire, Bucks, 
and Oxfordſhire ; here 'tis own'd they had a drip- 
ping Harvelt, being later chan uſual ; but withal 
they had a valt Crop, and got their Corn in to- 
lerably well. Togo Eaſtward, Eſſex, which is 
a County of a vaſt extent, and tull of Corn, 
had the beſt Crop that has been known 1n that 
County for many years, and the beſt Harveſt- 
time. Suffolk and Cambridgſhire had the like ; it 
any Corn receiv'd damage, 'twas the latter part 
of the Barley. For I ſaw New Oats fold at St. Ives 
in Huntingdonſhire for 8 5s. 6d. per Quarter 1n Sep- 
tember. 

In Middleſex, Hartford and Surrey, we all know 
there was a very good Harveſt. 

Further North the Corn Countries are Bedford, 
Northampton , and Nottinghamſhire; in all theſe 
Three Counties the Crop was good, and the 
Cora well got in, and begun to fell cheap. 

Norfolk, the Fens, Lincolnſhire and Yorkſhire, were 
extraordinary late with their Harveſt, and the 
Rains took them ; the damage ſuffered was in- 
deed very great; not but that they had, and [ 
affirm it, an extraordinary Crop on the Ground, 
but it was got in very wet; and in Darbiſhire ſo 
very late, that *ris doubted whether ſome of it was 
eVEr ripe Or not. 


B 2 Now 
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Now theſe forenam'd Counties having pro- 
duc'd fo much Corn, and fo well ſfav'd, 1 affirm, 
had there been no Corn at all in the Counties of 
York, Lincoln and Darby, yet there need have been 
no neceſlity of ſo extravagant a Riſe of Corn. 

Ic is to be obſerv'd, That it was the middle of 
September before it was known in any part of Eng- 
land South of the River Trent, that Corn would be 
Dear : God Almighty was mock'd with ten thou- 
{and publick Thanks for a plentiful Harveſt ; and 
we the Poorer part of the People began to be 
very ealy, not doubting, but chat with our uſual 
Labour and Induſtry we might obtain a comfor- 
table Maintenance : 

When all of a ſuddain moſt fad and lamenta- 
Ble News came to Town, That in all the Nor- 
thern Parts of England, where the Harveſt was 
late, the continued Rains had ſpoil'd all the 
Corn ; the Country was drowned, ruind, and 
the Poor would be ſtary'd ; the next Queſtion is 
at Bear-Key, and among the Corn-FaQors ; 0h, 
Corn will be prodigious Dear , let us buy in good 
Stocks aforehand ; the Farmers find the Markets 
throng'd with Buyers, and Factors running up 
and down to their Barn-doors to buy, before they 
have threſht, and they raiſe the Price; and fo 


from one ſtep to another, till the Poor of the 
South 
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Sauth part of England muſt be Rtarv'd, becauſe 


the Poor of the North have a bad Harveſt. 

Bur to examine a little the weight of the 
Caſe : Suppoſing all that had been alledg'd con- 
cerning Jorkſhire had been true, which it was nor, 


nor one quarter of it neither. | 
Bur ſuppoſing it had been all crue, the reſt of 


England could not be thus affected with the Da- 
mage. For, 


Firſt, Yorkſhire, eſpecially in the Eaſt-Riding 
of it, is a Country whoſe Inhabitants cannot 
ſpend one half of the Corn they plant ; a mo- 
derate Crop lupplies them with many thouſand 
Quarters to export : And it any perſon doubts 
the cruth of this Aſſertion, it may be prov'd, Thar 
ia the Port of Hull only was ſhipt out in one Year, 
and that a Year when Corn was not extraordina- 
ry plenty, th? following quantity,” as may ap- 
pear by the Cuſt»n-houſe Books there in the Year 
1695. of Wheat 26130 Quarter, 5197 Quar- 
ter of Rye, 5742 Quarter of Barley, 21909 - 
Quarter of Malt, 8903 Quarter of Oates, 457 
Quarter of Beans, in all 68338 of all ſorts of 
Grain in one Year. And in the very laſt Year, 
when Corn was very dear here, and the Harveft 


generally bad, che ſame Port of Hull ſhipt off 
. ſeveral. 
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ſeveral ſorts -of Corn the following Qnantities ; 
259 i9 Quarter of Wheat, 2:54 Quarter of Rye, 
12240 Quarter of Barley, 16499 Quarter of 
Malc, 9348 Quarter of Oats, 3413 Quarter of 
Beans, 75 04 Quarter of Peas, 25 Quarter ot Tares ; 
in ſhort, The (aid Port of Hull has ſhip: off one 


time with another, ſince the War, whica is fince - 


the time the Price. of Corn has riſen, above 
4co000 Quarter of all ſorts of Corn : If ſo, 
then 'tis manifeſt, that there was growing in thoſe 
Parts ſo much Corn more than the Inhabitants of 
thoſe Countries could conſume. And it ſo, then 
ſuppoſe there was Sixty thouſand Quarter of 
Corn ſpoiled in that particular part of the Coun- 
try, Which no man that has ſeen the Harveſt 
there, will grant, yet the Country can have no 
want of the Quantity. 

'Tis fruitiets ro trouble the Reader with Par- 
ticulars; the ſame Calculation would more 
abundantly hold good in Norfolk, a County from 
whence a very great quantity of Corn 15 ſhiprt 
off from London. 

Now 'tis plain, a bad Harveſt in theſe Coun- 
tries, provided there be almoſt any fair Weather 
at ail, does not really pinch the Poor ; for there 
never was luck a Harvelt, . but there was Quan- 
tiry enough for the Inhavitants ; all the damage 

is 
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is to the Merchant, the. Quantity 1s leſſened, and 
they cannot have it to Export. 

Again, The Quantity of Corn in theſe Parts 
is not leſs now than ever, but being ill gotten 
in the Quality is wotſe than uſual : Now.this 
would be ſo far from oppreſiing the Poor, that 
could we have but Corn of a mean quality at 
a mean Price, we ſhould never cry out of ſtar- 
ving, it God Almighty lent wet Weather ; and 
the Corn being il] curd, was wet, and grown, 
and ſoft, and what not; yet if we could bur 
have it accordingly, we ſhould thank God "twas . 
no worle, and complain of no body. Burt to 

ſer an Extravagant Price upon it, becauſe. ic 
pleas'd God to ſend a wet Harveſt, is to make 
a Pretence of God's Judgments, when he ſends 
none; and to prey upon the Poor, to raiſe Eſtates 
out of them. 

"Tis plain, the Bad Weather has only affe&ted 
the Quality of the Corn , and not much of that 
neicher ; and whoever will examine the Cuſtom- 
houſes at Hull, at Lynn, at Wisbich, Wells, Boſton, 
Yarmouth, &c. they will find as much Corn ſhipt 
from thence this, Year as ever. 

How then can there be a waart of Corn ? If 
the Country could ſpend the quantity, the courſe 
of Trade wou'd ſtop the ſending it away; ang i 

they 
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cannot ſpend the Quantity, then there can be no 
Scarcity z and if there be no Scarcity, why ſhould 
the Poor pay a double P1ice for it ? 

Toremedy this, cur Lords Fice-Roys Juſtices, 
what d'ye call *em, (for we poor Folk don't un- 
derftand hard Names ) have publithed Orders 
and Proclamations that Corn fhall not be fore- 
ſtall'd, nor Bought, nor Sold, nor Exported, 
but fo and fo, as the Law dires; in which 
they have done as much, faving our Duty to 
His Majefty's Officers, as if they ha! done nothing 
at all: For to tell us of Old ARts of Parliament 
made above 150 years ago, in the Reign of good 
King Edward the Sixth, fince which all this Evil 
Is grown, 1s to tel] us nothing to the purpofe : 
For though no Corn be to be fold bur at the 
Markets, yet it the Farmers, who are now 
grown rich out of the Ruins of the Poor ; and 
the Factors, who buy in one place to remoye to 
another, agree not to ſell but at ſuch a Price, 
the poor man muſt give that Price if he has it, 
or go without it, and ſtarve. 

It is as pernicious to the Poor, if a Rich Far- 
mer haye a great Stock of Corn by him, and 
won't ſell, as if a Corn-fattor bought the ſame 
quantity and laid it up; for he is as much a 
Foreſtaller of the Market who lays by his own 


Corn, 
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Corn for a dear time, 'as-he that Buys: another 
man's Corn and hys it up. It is not Names and 
Notidhs' which "make things "differ , but | the 
things © themſelves.; cauſes and © conſequences | are 


ſullen and 'the ſame, let us ſuppoſe: or ' miſname 


them how we pleaſe ; 'tis all one to_ the Poor, 
whether the 'Farmer or: the Foreſtaller, the one 
by buying up, and/the other by Keepingat home; 
make Corn dear/; if the. Cora be dear, that-is 
the grievance we feel, and that is the injuſtice 
thar- ought ro be reQified'; for it is really a piece 
of 'injaltice; and- that the” moſt : barbarous -thac 
can be (ſuffered; That when God's bounty has 
given plenty of Proviſions, the: Rich ſhpuld 
engroſs that Benefic, and the Poor ſuffer! a 
Famine. | 

If the wealthy rich part of Mankind were the 
ſufferers as well as ſome of them are the gainers 
in this matter, the Poor would not have ſo good 
a Plea. - Maſſantllo had never made that prodigi- 
ous Revolution at'Naples, it the Gabels on Corn 
had been 'paid by the Rich only. "Tis nothing 
to us what the projects of the Gentlemen , 


Tradeſmen, and Farmers, bring to paſs upon 


themſelves, for no part of Mankind are. con» 


cern'd for the "miſchief they © do not - feel :  Ruc 
there is no proportion berween the injury done a, 
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Tradeſmen, who'lives by his:Shop, or Traffick, 
and perhaps on Credit, and whole gains are large, 
to whom 2 5. or:3 5.2 Buſhel on his Corn is but 
a ſmall increachmenc. on, his, expences, and may 
be ſpar'd from the luxurious pair of his life; and 
a poor Labouring-man , who Works hard for 
about 6 5. to 205. per Week, and has a Family 
to maintain, when at the Weeks end almoſt all 
his Earnings go to buy him Bread, and in ſome 
parts of Fngland it won't do that, but they are 
forced ro make Bread of Oats, Beans, nay, in 
ſome places, of Acorns and Turnips, or any 
thing, 

'Tis true, no man ought to complain of any 
thing for which he cannot propoſe a Remedy, 
and this caſe is ſo eaſy, that any body may pre- 
ſcribe it ; but becauſe alſo good Manners directs 
us not to impoſe upon our Superiors, we ſhall 
in the Name of all the Poor in Fnglaud who are 
of our Mind , lay down ſeveral Methods for the 
preventing this great abuſe, by which the Poor 
may be relieved, and yet the Farmer have a ve- 
ry good Price for his Corn. 


For Example: 
Firſt; The ſtating a regular and exa Price 
for Corn all over the Kingdom, at which Price 
no 
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no man ſhould refule to ſell, 'nor no /man date 
ro take more. -- | | 
Itmay be Objeed, That in ſome parts where 
there is an overplus of Corn, it is for the ſupply 
of London, &c. and if they want that overplus, 


ic muſt be dear at London. 
This Head. like a conciſe Do&trine, is co be 


taken a pieces, and handled in Branches. 


1. Stating a Price ; that is, by the Magiſtrate: 
Suppoſe by an Order of Seffions, ſave only that 
they are Courts , generally ſpeaking, which 
mind nothing ; but an Order of Seſſions made in 
this caſe,in which the Poor would be lo much con- 
cerned, *tis ſuppoſed they would take care to 
ſee ic executed. 

2. An exatt and regular Price ; not that Corn 
in all parts of the Kingdom ſhould, like a Shil- 
ling, be of the ſame exa&t Value, for that 
would not be equal, becauſe the circumſtances 
of (everal parts of the Kingdom differ roo much 
to allow it; nay, even the value of che Shil- 
ling it (elf is in a manner varied; 'for though 
the real name is continued, and a Shilling 1s 
worth {o many Pence every where, yer becaule 
they cannot lower the rate of Money tothe va- 


lue of Labour'andProviftens, tharLabour!and 
C 2 thoſe 
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thoſe Proviſions are multiplied in Proportion to 
the value of the Money, which is equiyalent ; 
and ſo of Corn in thoſe Countries where much 
Labour goes for a little Money, more Corn muſt 
go for a lictle Money than, in other places ; ſup- 
pole, for inſtance in theſe Southern parts of 
England, where a Day-labourer cat gain 9 5. per 
Week for his Labour, Corn were ſtated at 5 s. per 
Buſhel for Wheat, in thoſe Countries where 
they can for the ſame Labour gain but 4 s. per 
Week, that Price on Corn would be equiyalent to 
10 or 115. fer Buſhel, which would ruin the 
Poor of thoſe parts. By a regular Price there- 
fore, I mean, a Price in Proportion to the rate 
of the Poor man's Labour in every County. 

3. At which Price no man ſhould refuſe to ſell ; that 
is, No man who had Corn to lell, or no man 
ſhould refuſe to ſell his Corn! at that Price, -un- 
leſs he would make Afﬀidavit, if required, That 
he had no more Corn than ' he had: occaſion to 
uſe , either for Seed for his Land, Provender 
for his Cattel, or Food for bis own Family. 

+3. No man ſhouid dare to take more; every 

man who offered to take more Money, or other 
Conſideration for the Price of Corn, than ſuch 
as ſhould be ordered by the Magiſtrate, ſhould 
forfeit his Corn, and 204, to the Perſon lnforming. 
There 
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There would then be no need of Proclamations 
and Orders from Whitehall to revive old dormant 
Ads of Parliament, which have been out of 
uſe theſe Hundred Years; Foreſtallers, Regra- 
ters, and Engroflers of Corn, would as effectu- 
ally be ſpoiled, as che Clippers of Money: are 
by our New Coin ; there would be no ſuch 
Trade becauſe they could get nothing by ir; no 
man would buy Corn to lay up. for a dear time 
no Farmer would keep Corn in his Barn in hopes 
of brioging it out to a better Market, fince every 
man would know at firſt to a titcle what his Corn 
would produce. 

Innumerable miſchiefs would be prevented 
by ſuch a Method as this ; *cwould preſerve the 
value of Lands, by prevencing the price falling 
to an exceſſive low rate, as it was in 1686. 
when the beſt Wheat was fold at 25. 64. per 
Buſhel, by which the Farmers were-undone, 
and in a few Years mult all have been broke; 
Landlords muſt have turn'd Farmers themſelyes, 
or have (unk their Rents. 

Corn at 5 s. a Buſhel Wheat, and 205. per 
Quarter Barly, hurts not the Poor or the Rich in 
thele parts, the Poor may work and live, and the 
Farmer; may pay. his Rent and thrive. 'Tis true 


in thoſe parts from. whence Corn is brought to 
Londan; 
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London , they mult have ſo much difference in 
cheir ſtated Price, as will anſwer the Carriage 
to Marker, but then it muſt not be ſo large a differ- 
ence as to encourage the carrving it from thole 
remote places where it 15 ſtared at roo much a 
lower rate; for if the difference of the prices 


_ of Corn anſwers but juſt che expence of re- 


moving, then there will be no removings of 
Corn but what are barely co diſpoſe the 
overplus; for inſtance , - ſuppole the County 
of Norfolk, which ſends much Corn to Lon- 
don, the price of Corn at London being juſt 
as much more than in Norfolk as will carry 
the Corn to London, and pay the charge of 
Factorage and Expences , then all the Corn 
which they cannot deſtroy in Norfolk, will be 
ſent to London; and becauſe the Price at Lons 
don will but juſt pay thoſe Charges, therefore 
there will be no more carried thither than 
barely the overplus. 


It may be ObjeRted here, But then they - 
will Export it beyond the Seas ----- With all 
our hearts; for if we can but have it at the 
ſtared Price what we want, let them fend the 
reſt where they pleaſe; nay , 'twill forward 
the Exportation ; and all men know, that the 


more 
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more Corn is ſent abroad, the better for Eng" 
land, provided we have no want of | quantity 
at home. 

England is the beſt Country in the world 
for wholſome good Laws, and the worſt for 
obſerving them ; Penalties of Acts of Parlia- 
ments are the leaſt inflicted here of any part 
of Europe; and a thouſand Orders of Seſſions 
are made in every County, to one that is ob- 
ſerved, or put in execution. But though this 
be too true, yet this is ſo plain an A&, and 
ſo very eſſentially beneficial ro the Poor , that 
were this Law once paſt, and we did not-;[ee 
ic executed, we, would neyer pretend to comr 
plain any more, for here every, Poor man 
would be the Party grieved,, and - the Magi 
ſtrate to do himſelf. juſtice, Here it may 
be ſaid, | 

There ate two grand abuſes on the Poor at 
this time 3 which they ſuffer ramely, and. ſo 
they may this; They are, the Baker of Bread, 
and the Alehoule-keeper. 

We have as firm Laws in England as need 
be to compel the Victualler to fel! a .cextain 
Meaſure of Drink, mentioning . what Pots and 
what Price; and 'tis in the power of; every 
Poor man to Profecute then. {7 

And 
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© And 'the like for the *Aſſrze of Bread, in 
which the Bakers, eſpecially out of 'London, 
pur what they pleaſe upon the Poor. 

And 'in both theſe , the Poor 'pay 1n their 
own wrong as miich Money as in the whole King- 
dom would amount to a very large Tax. 
Bur of both theſe ir may be ſaid, the Poor 
are not ſo very much' wrong'd, becauſe they 
can refuſe to Buy at thoſe Houſes. But here 
the caſe differs; for all men muſt have Corn 
both for Bread and Drink; and if the Law 
empowers. a Poor man to go to a Farmer for 
a Buſkel of Corn, and give him 5s. for it, 
he won't be ſuch a Blockhead ro give him 
Eight : Beſides, at the Alehouſes men are not 
ſo inquiſitive as ' they will be in the Markets ; 
for he that goes to the Alchouſe, goes for his 
Pleaſure or Extravagance ; but he that goes 
to Market for Corn goes for a ſerious Ne- 
ceſlity. 

This ſtating a general Price of Corn would 
effecually ceaſe the contention, you would 
ſee then quickly, that there is no want of Corn 
in England, the Poor need not fear a Dearth; 
ye might let People buy by Samples, or at 
Barn-doors, or any where, carry 'it and re- 
moye it at pleaſure, for few People would 
give 
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give it. houſe-room/.any longer than, till! chey, 
could be rid} of it. | =" 1 7; ven 


C 
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'Tis ſtrange to me our': wiſe Governars. 
ſhould never; think: of a Method ſo! equal, 
ſo unexceprionable, ſo fair; a niches that. 
would make one of the greateſt , the niceſt, 
and moſt dificule Trades in the Kingdom, be 
the ,verieſt road and. high-way j that every) 
Carrier's, Hole might tread | it ,,.the greate 
Novice. in. Trade. in, ,the ; Kingdom, might} be; 
EN in ir; "Cora would /nd longer ;he!'& 
circulating Commodity , .twould never go' ins 
ro .more, hands..than, needs mult; the Rich, 
would nor berhurt,,.the: Poor would -be pleay 
fed, . the Farmer would be:ealy ; and. When 
God. Almighty ſends., a plenciful | Crop ,;, we; 
Noul feel it, and know when to thank him 
WEE. -:1. i 94 ; 06.52332T gf 
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'Tis confeſs'd this way. of plagiog: Gary, at 
a | certainty, would require 2., great deal. gb 
Prudence and Condu@ in the Juſtices of / the: 
Peace: of . the ſeveral Counties..,to..whom: it 
was referr'd; but All this prudence, and--coR-: 
duct would refer more to the Honelty than 
the Difficulty of the matter ; for if they are 
| D men 


fl - 1991 


_ —— DN LS 


| 
| 
| 
| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
| 


CY 
. 
r—_—_— —_ _ _— - _—— 
—— - —_— 


| o0040 44 HG Ab Rake condi ES BR. 1 rl Ir vv. 48 
: = _ . — — > _ 
—_— - P__—_ - > _ ſaw —_ _ 
—_ = —_ — _ I 

—_ — — = —_— & 4 
a ———— — - | 4 Y 
” —_ ——— _ —_— 

SR prunes 
. ——— - wp— —_— 


(22 
rien featirng ' God 'and hating Covetoufneſs , 
nay, if they are but the latter, (for'as to the 
former *cis not much to be expected among 
our Comnry Gentlemen ; ) if they are but dil- 
intereſted and impartial,” the' thing would be 


eaſy enough. | 
— WII 01 


© But in order-to make a thing of this conſe- 
as ſolemn and: as: certain as it is conſi- 
rable; it would be'a thing well worth 'the 
conſideration of. the' Government, whether an 
Aſſembly of Juſtices ' from all the Counties in 
ps , Two Juſtices of the Quorum from 
eat - County, to Meet in-one place- once a 
Year] about a 'Fortnight® after Harveſt, em- 
poweted'by Commillion''ro ſettle the Price of 
Corn: fori that Year, - with an Authority to 
Print and' Publiſh cheir Refolves, and 65 fu 
the Execution ; ſuch an Authority as this would 
oblige the Nation to regard it as a thing of 
tore '-conſequence: than the Orders of our 
Country Seffians', than which no Orders in 
the: Kingdom are more ridiculous in themſelves, 
partially as well as fooliſhly made; and obeyed 
+ orogrice s a 


It 
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Ie were worth while, almeft: to waite the 
Hiſtories of our Country Alehouſe-making 
Juſtices at their Petty Seſſions , Quarter, and 
General Seſſions, where they reel home from 
making Orders to puniſh ,Drunkennels ; Swear, 
and. ſometimes Quarrel and Fight ar, holding 
a Sellions of the Peace, while the bulineſs +5 
done by Clerks, Country-Attorneys , Petty- 
Foggers, Pickpockets, CC 


Indeed the preſent. caſe of ſtating the 
Prices of Corn, is 2 matter of | roo much 
concern to be left to the diſcretion of the 
generality of the preſent Juſtices , and there- 
fore ſuch a little Parliament of, | Jultices 
would make the matter ealy, and perform it 
Honeſtly. 


IE this, be\ thought too great a,.trouble t6 
the:; Gentlemen, and . that,, the Goverament | 
does n6t--reckoh- [it, -a | matter , of . moment 
enough to make it. a National concern, : the 
Poor having not of late been much of their 
care ,. the following' Method may, then; ſhort- 
en the; work;, :and make! rw es _— 
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an A of Right and Equity, be an Act of 
Kindneſs and Charity. 


"Suppoſe an Order bs: publiſhed by ſuch 
Adtborie as is' ſufficient to put it- in execuri- 
-6n,” That whatever-the Rate- of Corn + may 


be: by the management -of -che Corn- Dealers, 


Factors and Farmers, every Poor man who 
has 4 Certificate ak him to ſhow from the 
Churchwardens and Overſeers of his. Pariſh, 
= he is a Poor man, and is not Rated in 

Books ofthe Pariſh to pay Scot and 
> Thall- have Privilege co buy ſo much 
Corn as-is needful for the ſupply of his own 
Family at fuch and ſuch Price, and no man 
that els Corn- ſhall refuſe him. 


This mo in ſome meaſre be - an -<qui- 
valent; for if the Richer ſort of People will 
be -imipoſed- upog, to! whom- the! damiage is 
nor” mbch+; ler! them ; © bac co” impoſe” upon 
the'' Poor,” whole livelihood® deperids' apon 
G5 is to Rirye and deſtroy them.” 19 


This was a Method Propoſed by. a. very 


wotthy Gentleman lacely ina .motion made 
#17 aq 
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in *the (Parliament: for a Tax, upon, Corn, by 
which the: Rich would! haye paid - a./'Tax, 
and” the''Poor be excuſed, as realon good they 
ſhould ; nor is this a thing ſo impracticable 
as at firſt; it may. ſeem, . oaly chat. all good 
Laws: begin'-to ; be impracticable_ in England ; 
the particular (Method would. require a | large 
Scheme '; but were: the Law to, be made, the 
Scheme ſhould not be wanting. 


_—— , 


By:this Method, that part, of the Poorjwho 
are viſtbly\Poor, [would be relieyed, and the 
Engroſfers of, Cora would hurt. only - thoſe 


who were Rich and out of reach of the ins 


jury , '3f they would,.not lopk, after,,it, might 
let it alone. : 20203 Jo 3ninm A hogs e 

5; Ort 2:1 03 - biign © 8&1 
If the dearneſs of Corn+.had...been: occa- 


fioned by a large Tax, the Complaints of 
the People: would, have been, very  loud.,; and 
'tis ſtrange 'they.ſhowld/ rather. be, impoſed 
upon' by  the-:ctinning - of * Private men, than 
pay 'a Tax ;to. the Government. .1 , make 
nd queſtion: but the King: would have been 
ſufficiently abuſed for a Tax upon Bread-Corn, 


and we ſhould have cried out, *Twas a Go- 
vernment 


rr: S 
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vernivient meamorphos'd into: x Tyranny, and 
we :{hould:ibe a} Ratveds, nd what: not; 
Bur at the Tame time" 'we can let the Corn: 
Merchants -and Farmers ' put what Rates and 
what Prices they pleale--on Corn ; which +5 
in effe& , 'one* 'of - the worlt - ways in” the 
World of laying Taxes,” becaule.,' as is be: 
fore-noted,, there is no compariſon -berween 
the Poor andthe Rich. 


- The Poor have 4 Tight. to the Protection 
of ' the Governinent , and , ro the care of 
the Government ; the' King has entruſted it in 
his abſence to ſeveral Gentlemen- of the firſt 
Rank, -but they can never give 'His Majeſty 
a good Account of their Stewardſhip, unleſs 
they put their hand to this moſt neceſlary 
part of 'Governmefnit. | 


- The Poor are ''God- Almighty's » Rent- 
Charge upon the Rich, and the Rich are 
bound either to - Employ -thenr, or . Mam- 
rain them, and the reducing the Prices 
of Corn to a Moderare Rate will do 
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Many other ways might be found out 
to remedy this Miſchief, which the Author 
thinks *tis time enough "to propofe, when he 
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” finds theſe few in a proper way of Execu- 

rien. Trout 4 3 Raw. 
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H E Poor Man's Plea to all the Proclamations, rite 
clarations, As of Parliament, &c. Which have 
been, or ſhall be made, or publiſhd, tor a Reformation 
of Manners, -and ſuppreſſing Immorality in the Nation. 


The Second Edition Correfed. 
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The Intereſts of the ſeveral Princes and States of Eu- 
rope Conſider'd, with reſpe& to the. Succeſſion of the 
Crown of Spain, and the Titles of the ſeveral Pretenders 
thereto, Examin'd. 


Co. .-” _——  ———_ — —_J_J—_©Cc 


Lex Talionis : Or, an Enquiry into the moſt propet 
Ways to Prevent the Perſecution of the Proteſtants in 
France. 


All Sold by A. Baldwin near the Oxford Arms in 
Warwick- Lane. 
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